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“Iji 1 i(!\v of the continuing im- 
portance of these development s 
to our national security, the 
dctailc-1 performance of the 
A-ll will remain strictly classi- 


fied. 


FIVE-YEAR SECRET 


President Says Plane 


Johnson announced. Lockheed 
also developed the high-flying-, 
I | n *i i f>Iider-like U-2 reconnaissance 

Has Commercial and p lane - 

...... . , A photograph of the new air- 

Military Application ' 


“And nil individuals associ- 
ated with the program have 
(been clirected to refrain from 
[making any further disclosure 
concerning this program." 

Like the U-2, the. early 
models of which had a J-57 air- 
craft engine, the A-ll has a 
J-58 engine, designed and built 
icraft will also be greatly as- the same manufacturer, the 
stated by the lesscL learned' Whrtney Amcraft Divi- 

from this A-ll program,” Mr. :don r ' the Uimod Aircraft I 
! Johnson said. ' Corporation. 1 

: The Lockheed Aircraft Cor- ^that* theTl^m^' C oto-*|: 
potation at Burbank, Calif,, is ,mcnt officials said ha' 1 h ---I] 
the developer of the A-ll, Mr. “flying for some tin:"." ws-; " 


By JACK RAYMOND 

Special lo The New York Tlmei 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 29- 


plane revealed a long, rocket 
■ like fuselage with the cockpit 
hear the front and stabilizing, 
.wings and rudder back near the j 


'follow-on 55 version of the U-.V 
There were also indications that ; 
some Government officials wore 1 
discontented over the disclosure 
of the existence of tho A-ll. 

A Government .■ official said 
in response to questions, that 
the A-ll "has potential recon- 
naissance capability, as does 
any high-performance aircraft.” 
The U-2, which is understood 


to have attained heights of no, 
000 feet, has a cruising speed 
of 460 miles an hour and a. top 
speed of about 500 miles an 


lenglne exhaust. The dimensions 
.The United States has developed, : were not given, and Governent 
m unusual secrecy, an advanced officials even refused to say it’ 

experimental jet airplane ca- the 'plane had more than pne’ sr ° cd - - — - 

pable of flying more than 2,000 ! Pt1P -w tv, n .• J } lour - Height rather than r.;i«! 

Im«.s « hour in lag *° “* ”” 

flight and at an altitude of more. The President's announcement The existence of the r- o 
than 70.000 feet. .disclosed one of the best-kept an at-rbn - v- 2 

President Johnson disclosed ■ miUtaryTffairs^I ^ l0ng hvSo ™ Its ’ I'econnaissmice 

Stye," Li rC : nlissi0M ™er the Soviet Union 

iosi e trSsS sssm 

at h6ight of widespread | sc°rvations S ' f ° r Wca ^ cr ob ' 
The President cited both the g l,b!i( ' charges, during the! The prcsumnl ion tint n,, .. 

ilitary and commercial signifi- ^"united ^Stetes^wasT’u' 136 pIan ° '™ uld missiles, if dc- 

■ - bchiim the lov et Union S Vel ° P i d fo J opomtlo^. 

jtarily, parti CTdarly Vn missile?- 8 ***■ 011 tUo ****** 
Backed by Eisenhower 
President Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower,. it is understood, per- 


the secret at his news confer- 
ence today and identified the 
plane as the A-ll. He said its 
performance “far exceeds that 
of any other aircraft in the 
world today.” [Opening state- 
ment, Page 44.] 


military and commercial signifi 
cance of the lessons learned in 
developing the plane. . But the 
Commercial application does not 
j foreclose the need for a separate, 
independent project to build a 


[supersonic commercial airliner* isonally pressed for the devofop* 
officials said afterward. jmetn of the A-;ll and President 

Officials refused to elaborate i*5 en I lcd y- when he took office, 
- *>-- - .displayed enthusiasm for it. Ae- 


on the details of the secret 
project. A Government source 
said, however, that the current 
tests were designed to study 
the possibility of turning the 
A-ll into a longrange intercep- 
tor, presumably with missile 
launchers. 

Developed by Lockheed 
By comparison with the sus- 
speed of the 


noting that the “air-to-air mis- 
sile system for tho A-ll” and 
the experimental fire-control 
system had been developed by 
the Hughes Aircraft Company. 

Report to Be Relc. 

Government officials • ' essed 
that the president, in mention- 


Disousstng the A-ll, If- John- 
son said that its development 
was made possible by major ad- 
vances in aircraft technology. 
One of tho most .important, he 
said, “has been the mastery of 
the metallurgy and fabrication 
; of titanium metal which is re- 
quired for the, high temperatures 
experienced by aircraft travel- 
ing at more than throe times 
the speed of sound." 

The fact that the oigher 
speeds attained by new planes 
I could virtually melt the metals 
now in use has been a trouble- 
some factor in attempts to de- 
velop the B-70 bomber. It was 
a key issue in the controversy 
over the TFX (tactical fighter, 
experimental) warplane con- 
tract. 

In the TFX controversy, the 
Defense Department rejected a 
proposal by one contractor to 
.use titanium. Defense officials 
said that the use of titanium’ 
for the new high-speed fighter 
plane, now designated the F-lll, 
’would, involve high develop- 
ment risk.".. 


cording to one source, President 1 w the a 'iiv ' vy- 
.Kennedy “regarded the A-ll as V 1 S th commermal signi- 
(his baby.” 1 as franco, had been speaking chief- 

j;ly of the detailed technical ad-. 


tained 


A-ll, 

Imoro than three times ’ the ' " The 


President Johnson, a Senator 
from Texas at the time, was 
then head of the Senate Pre- 
paredness Subcommittee and 
was presumably informed of the 
secret project. He said today 
that the appropriate members 
of Congress had been kept ad- 
vised of the plane's devclop- 


vances. Tho plane itself eouldj 
not be turned into a commercial i 1 
transport, they said. 

Najeeh E. Halaby, adminis-!: 
trator rf tho .Federal Aviation! 
Agency, and other officials con-! 
[cernod with the supersonicl 
transport-project have been 
kept ini ormed of tho progress 


speed of sound, such Intercep 
tors as the F-106 and the 
|F-4C can attain .speeds of about 
1,600 miles an hour only over 
relatively short distances At 

I2SS ““I, *• r* «* 

Isound is 660 miles an hour. , r- r . ,, 

“The development of a ^»C oved For Release 
sonic commercial transport air*^ 


existence or this pr 0 -i° f the A ' 1 1 ' 11 w, ’ s said 
gram is being disclosed today ’ 


to permit the orderly exploita- 
tion of this advanced technolo- 
gy in our military and commer- 
cial programs," Mr. Johnson 
told his news conference. 

But after disclosing some in- 


The President announced that! 
he would release Monday a re-' 
port by Eugene 11. Black and 
Stanley de J. Osborne on the 1 
supersonic transport urogram. I 
The report, Mr. Johnson said, 
’makes a number of recom- 
mendations dealing with th- 

giam 1 hat had been referred 
to varioi is Govern ment of f i cials 
for comment. 


Use or Metal Is Different 

To nnsw-o to questions today, 
Government sources said that 
“it was specifically because of 
technological information ob- 
tained in Ihc A-ll program that 
it was possible to evaluate the 
problem and to draw that con- 
clusion.” 

Government sources insisted 
that the use of titanum in the 
TFX was wrong, even if it had 
proved right in the A-ll, be- 
cause the proposed use was dif-, 
ferent. 

Government sources were 
also asked to explain why the 
■Air Force had dsmanded funds 
for a new improved manned 
interceptor when its high offi- 
cials pi'csun .why knew of the 
existence of A -It. The. Mouse 
author,' ■ .A , million for such 
a plana t • •'•ok despite the 
refusal o’ ! he *. mYiiiv a !‘s1 ion to 
request the n my 

knowledge of the A-i I r;, . 
had resisted the Air Force nr 
’posals. 


